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RAPS, our peer run Recovery
and Peer Support Group have had
over 400 different service users
through the door in the six years we
have been open and over 27 different service users have been on the
team working on Sundays. We provide a hot meal and a film on Sunday
afternoons at 184 Royal College
Street.
Sadly Voiceabilty made the tough decision back in March to close the RAPS
service. Voiceabilty stated that it was a
temporary measure in order to re-do
the risk assessments of 184 and then
create a rolling recruitment program so
the service can give opportunities to as
wide a range of service users as possible.
During a 3 month break Frontline service users were consulted and their
feedback was used to devise a strategy
with new aims and objectives. We will

soon start to recruit service users to
run the project, provide training and we
will be on our way to re-opening!
This will involve a rolling recruitment
process every 6 months to ensure the
transparent running of the service and
giving as many service users the opportunity to contribute in the organisational aspects of leading it as well as providing training that will be relevant to the
role.

Congratulations to long time Camden Frontline member,
David Ahern for his Personal Progress Award!

Never Forgotten
Hepatitis Support Group Update

This issue of the newsletter is dedicated to Jimmy Thompson, Camden Frontline and CBUG member who sadly passed away in January 2017, and to Jennifer Heskins, Camden Frontline and RAPS member who died on February
12th on the way back from Jimmy’s funeral.
Our thoughts are with the family and friends. Especially Jimmy’s daughter
Shannon, and Jennifer’s sister and mum.
Also RIP Sharon Bowen who passed away in December 2016 who was a
friend to many of us from Camden Frontline and at Spectrum.

The Dogs Trust - Hope Project
Did you know that Dogs Trust has been helping homeless dogs and their owners for more than 20 years?
Well, there’s More to Dogs Trust than you might think!
Our Hope Project provides veterinary care for dogs
whose owners are homeless or in housing crisis as well
as help and support for their owners..
Our Freedom Project provides a safe foster home
for pets whose owners are fleeing domestic violence,
enabling their families to move to a place of safety as
well.
Dogs Trust has been supporting dog owners who are
homeless or in housing crisis for more than 20 years.
One of our biggest concerns has always been the number of hostels that do not accept dogs. Currently only
9% of hostels in the UK are dog-friendly, meaning that
many dog owners are denied access to shelter and
support, simply because they have a dog. Dogs Trust
offers advice and support to hostels to help them begin
accepting dogs. We have also produced a series of
videos for hostels on Welcoming Dogs.

It’s worth gathering evidence to reinforce your case
for living with your dog: for example, a statement
testifying to the role their dog plays in client’s continued stability. In this way, you can demonstrate how
important it is that a dog and its owner are not
forced to separate just to find housing.
Are there any other agencies helping which could
provide a reference? For example, substance misuse clinics or skills and training agencies
Many housing providers are worried that dogs will
be left alone during the day, so it’s a good idea to
think about any ways in which you can reassure the
provider that the dog will be looked after while its
owner is at work, training or out all day.

Lets with Pets
Dogs Trust runs a Lets with Pets scheme to help pet
owners find privately rented accommodation with their
pets. There is lots of useful information and free resources on our Lets We also have contact details for
pet-friendly letting agencies so it’s worth checking if
there are any in your area.
Benefits for owners – When homeless people are forced www.letswithpets.org.uk
to choose between their dog and a hostel place, most
will choose to stay with their dog as their dog is often
Help with Veterinary Costs
their main friend and companion. The bond between
Once you are living in permanent accommodation, you
any dog and its owner is a strong one but never more
will also need to consider how you are going to pay for
so than with homeless people.
the dog’s veterinary care.
Benefits for staff – Staff working in dog-friendly hostels
tell us that by allowing dogs, they are often able to help
homeless people who wouldn’t usually engage with
services. Talking to a resident about their dog will often
lead to you being able to help and support them in other ways. Staff at dog-friendly hostels tell us that having
dogs there lightens the atmosphere and makes the
hostel feel more homely.
Benefits for other residents – Dogs are great social ice
breakers and can get residents talking and interacting
with each other. Dogs can also give other residents
something to focus on. Many dog-friendly hostels have
found that residents who had previously been withdrawn came out of their shell to talk to dogs and their
owners.

Move On
One of the biggest challenges of accepting dogs in
hostels can be helping the owner and dog to move on
to more permanent accommodation. It can take some
time to help dog owners find a pet-friendly landlord or
housing provider.
As for Organisations, there are a number of ways you
can help your clients with dogs:
When you are referring your client and their dog for
permanent housing, consider what sort of home they
and their pet need. Think of any steps you can take to
help refer a dog owner – for example, giving the dog a
reference or including copies of its veterinary
certificates

If a dog is registered on the Dogs Trust Hope Project
Veterinary Scheme, we will continue to pay their veterinary costs for up to 6 months after they move into permanent accommodation. During that time you will need
to think about what to do in the future to provide for
your dog. If you will be receiving council tax benefit or
housing benefit in a new home, you can apply to join
the PDSA Pet Aid Scheme. For further information on
the scheme and to find out whether it runs in your area,
call the PDSA on 0800 731 2502
0r visit www.pdsa.org.uk

Page 5

Superstar Animal Competition:
Winners and Runners up

Tracey Barton with Stanley

Kevin Casey and
his dog Milly

2nd Prize

3rd Prize

Lorrayne
Thompson’s dog
Molly

Tucker

1st Prize

Kevin Barry and
Spanky

Jimmy Thompson’s cat Special

Princess—Sam’s Dog
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Black History Event at RAPS

Service users at the Recovery and Support group celebrated Black History
Month with films and a special Caribbean dinner cooked by Ronnie with chicken,
rice, dumplings and a lovely tropical fruit salad. Everyone enjoyed the day, and as
usual at RAPS we like to celebrate all different cultures without making anyone
feel left out.
A special thanks to Mildmay Local store for donating so many watermelons for
our tropical fruit salad.

Camden and Islington NHS Trust Fun Day
At St Pancras Hospital

Camden Frontline has a stall at the recent Fun Day for Camden and Islington NHS
Trust. Here are some pictures from the day.

The Silent Killer
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By Nigel Grundy

Do you recall back in the day when HIV was all the rage? Well, you may also remember a virus called Hepatitis-C. There are 220.000 people in the UK thought to be infected, unaware that their livers are slowly being eaten away.
It is estimated that 90% of those who have the Hep-C virus, knowingly or unknowingly,
are intravenous drug users (IDUs). In Camden, 60% of drug users are known to be infected.
The new treatment for Hep-C, only recently available for some types of the virus
(genotype 1) involves taking a single pill each day for 12 weeks. It has few or, in most
cases, no side effects and a 99% success rate. The other genotypes are treatable but
people do need support to go through this treatment still, but new drugs are becoming
available all the time for the other genotypes so its worth keeping up to date with the
latest information .
The question is how to connect the treatment to those infected. Camden’s CCG has
recently invested in a new approach to outreach that is designed to help all of the
known and unknown people in Camden infected with this killer virus. Camden have
appointed the charity Voiceability to carefully select people who have, or have had, the
virus themselves. These volunteers have been trained by the Hepatitis-C trust to form
a peer group that visit the residents of the borough’s 35 hostels and other establishments.
What do the peers actually do? In the space of around an hour, they share their own,
very personal, life stories, which are at times painful and also at times quite harrowing.
This format has been shown to engage residents, not only because they can often
identify with the stories but also because they are being talked to as equals. Everyone
in the room can understand the damage Hep-C can and does cause.
In the Q&A that follows, the peers deal with facts and fictions in a professional way so
that the residents are left with no illusions, and in no doubt about the help that is available. Residents are then asked to complete a short questionnaire. The responses on
the questionnaires allow the peers to gauge whether or not they have connected with
the audience and conveyed their message.
What is the message?
 Get tested
 Attend your appointments
 Take your pills
 Save your life
 And change it for the better. Big time.
For more information or advice, also details of our weekly Wednesday drop-in, call us
on 0203-355-7113.

Seven years
of Frontline
Trips
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Never too late
Its very stressful at times living in here
You are definitely lying if you don’t experience fear
Not everyone will, but I did shed a tear
You become grateful to family and learn to endear
I learnt the difference between want and what I need
A simple example: you cant survive without feed
You'll get nowhere in life without doing a good deed
You cant always follow, comes a time you have to lead
My misguided belief was the world owed me something
When in reality I have given the world nothing
There is only so many times you are given another chance
No good going round in circles with a song and a dance
I have to change for me, no matter how long they waited
I’d be lying if I said I’m not easily frustrated
I hope and pray its my last time incarcerated
I'm going to really knuckle down and get educated
By Stephen Reynolds
(HMP Thameside)
TITLE TEXT
This is a good place to briefly, but
effectively, describe your product or
services.

Service users enjoying the Recovery and Peer Support group on Sundays at
184—a picture from our first Christmas at RAPS’
Weve come a long way thanks to all the different team members who’ve
worked there over the years and shaped the service. Your input has made the
project what it is today.

The countries with the harshest
drug penalties in the world
By Shehab Khanfrom the , Independent on line

The punishment for drug use varies from country to country and there are a number of nations where
possession of illicit substances can lead to life imprisonment – or even death.
In Nigeria having any amount of cannabis, coca leaves, cocaine, heroin or any other illegal drug can
lead to a prison sentence of 15 to 25 years, whereas in Turkey you could receive a sentence of eight
to 20 years.
The figures come from DrugAbuse.com, which looked at 44 nations across the world. They found that
the third strictest nation was the United Arab Emirates where drug possession would see you jailed
for between four and 15 years. In Kuwait, having any
amount of an illicit substance can result in a life sentence although average sentences tend to be lower..
This graphic, created for The Independent by statistics
agency Statista ranks nations in order of where prison
sentences are harshest for drug possession:.
Some nations also permit the use of the death penalty for possession. In Malaysia if you are caught with
more than 15 grams of heroin and in Bangladesh 25
grams of cocaine you receive a death sentence. In Iran, someone caught with five to 20 grams of cannabis for the first time could get at least 40 lashes. If it is their second offence this rises to 50.
Not all nations punish drug-users with custodial sentences. Norway’s courts now have the option to
sentence drug-addicts to treatment programmes as opposed to sending them to jail.
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Open Forum

Camden Frontline holds an open forum for the current and ex drug/
alcohol using community in Camden. Anyone can attend—you don’t
just have to be from Camden but it helps! The forum happens the
first Thursday of every month. Decisions are made at the end of
each meeting about what the subject of the next meeting will be

Venue: St Pancras Hospital Conference Centre
Thursday
Fares are reimbursed on production of receipts to Users who
arrive by 1pm
Please see services notice boards for more information.

Poems

Aims
To enable the voices of drug and
alcohol service users and the wider
community in seeking to improve
drug & alcohol policies and services
in Camden.

We’re on the Web!
www.camdenfrontline.org.uk

www.camdenfrontline.
com

Thanks to Pret a Monger for providing leftover sandwiches to our forum and RAPS.
Also thanks to Nicky, Martyn and Jimmy for collecting food for both events.

Camden Frontline
& Voiceability

Got an article or picture for the newsletter, or want
to find out more about Frontline
Contact the User Involvement Officers
Dan Slee or John May on: 07876790276

